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analyzing atticus's closing argument answer key is essential for understanding the
themes and legal principles presented in Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird." Atticus
Finch's closing argument serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative, encapsulating his
moral stance against prejudice and injustice. This article delves into the nuances of
Atticus's speech, examining its rhetorical strategies, thematic significance, and its
implications for the characters involved. By breaking down the key elements of the
argument, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of its impact on the trial and
its broader societal implications. Additionally, we will explore common interpretations and
provide an answer key to facilitate deeper analysis.
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Understanding Atticus's Character

To fully appreciate the depth of Atticus Finch's closing argument, it is crucial to
understand his character. Atticus is portrayed as a moral beacon in the racially charged
environment of Maycomb, Alabama. His commitment to justice and equality is evident
throughout the novel, and his role as a defense attorney underscores his belief in the legal
system as a tool for social change.

Atticus's character is defined by several key attributes:

e Integrity: Atticus consistently demonstrates a strong ethical code, emphasizing the
importance of doing what is right, even when faced with societal opposition.

« Empathy: His ability to understand and articulate the feelings of others, particularly
Tom Robinson, allows him to connect with the jury on a human level.



e Bravery: Atticus shows courage by defending Tom Robinson, knowing that it may
bring hostility from the community.

These characteristics are instrumental in shaping his closing argument, as they reflect his
sincere belief in justice and equality before the law.

The Rhetorical Structure of the Closing Argument

Atticus's closing argument is a masterclass in rhetoric, employing various techniques to
persuade the jury. The structure of his speech can be broken down into several
components that enhance its effectiveness.

Logical Appeals (Logos)

Atticus uses logic and evidence to dismantle the prosecution's case. He meticulously
analyzes the inconsistencies in the testimonies of Mayella Ewell and her father, Bob Ewell.
By presenting factual evidence, he makes a compelling case for Tom Robinson's
innocence.

Emotional Appeals (Pathos)

Emotional appeal is another critical aspect of Atticus's argument. He humanizes Tom
Robinson, urging the jury to see him as a man deserving of dignity rather than merely a
black man accused of a crime. His plea to the jury's sense of morality is poignant and
deeply affecting.

Ethical Appeals (Ethos)

Atticus establishes his credibility by positioning himself as a fair and honest man. He
emphasizes his respect for the jury and the legal process, appealing to their sense of
justice and moral duty. This ethical appeal reinforces his argument, making it more
persuasive.

Thematic Elements in Atticus's Speech

Atticus's closing argument also encapsulates several key themes of "To Kill a
Mockingbird." Understanding these themes is crucial for analyzing the broader
implications of his speech.

Injustice and Racial Prejudice

One of the most significant themes addressed in Atticus's closing argument is the
pervasive injustice and racial prejudice within the justice system. He articulates the idea
that the jury's decision should not be influenced by racial biases but rather by the facts of
the case.



The Importance of Moral Integrity

Atticus emphasizes the role of personal integrity in the pursuit of justice. He challenges
the jury to rise above societal prejudices and act according to their conscience, reinforcing
the theme that true justice requires moral courage.

Empathy and Understanding

Empathy is another critical theme woven into Atticus's argument. He implores the jury to

consider Tom Robinson's plight and the broader implications of their decision. This appeal
to empathy highlights the importance of understanding others' experiences, regardless of
race.

Impact on the Trial and Community

The impact of Atticus's closing argument extends beyond the courtroom. It serves as a
catalyst for change within the community and challenges the status quo of racial relations
in Maycomb.

Influence on the Jury

While the jury ultimately convicts Tom Robinson, Atticus's argument leaves a lasting
impression. Many jurors are forced to confront their biases and the moral implications of
their decision, fostering an environment for potential change in attitudes.

Community Reflection

Atticus's speech also forces the community to reflect on its values. His courage in
defending Tom Robinson and his unwavering commitment to justice inspire others to
question their beliefs and the societal norms that uphold racism and inequality.

Common Interpretations of the Closing Argument

Atticus's closing argument has been subject to various interpretations over the years,
reflecting its complexity and relevance. Scholars and readers often discuss the following
interpretations:

A Call to Action

Many view Atticus's speech as a call to action for the audience, urging them to recognize
their responsibility in combating racism and injustice.

The Tragic Inevitability of Racism

Others interpret the speech as a commentary on the tragic inevitability of racism in
society. Despite Atticus's compelling argument, the deeply entrenched racial prejudices



ultimately prevail, highlighting a systemic flaw in the justice system.

Hope for Change

Alternatively, some readers find a message of hope in Atticus's words, believing that his
argument plants the seeds for future change and progress in societal attitudes toward
race and justice.

Conclusion

Atticus Finch's closing argument in "To Kill a Mockingbird" is a profound reflection of the
themes of justice, morality, and racial equality. Through his masterful use of rhetoric and
deep understanding of human nature, Atticus challenges the jury and the reader to
confront their biases and strive for a more just society. By analyzing Atticus's closing
argument, we not only gain insight into his character but also into the broader societal
issues that resonate today. This timeless speech continues to inspire discussions about
morality, justice, and the ongoing struggle against prejudice.

Q: What are the key themes in Atticus's closing
argument?

A: The key themes in Atticus's closing argument include injustice and racial prejudice,
moral integrity, and the importance of empathy and understanding.

Q: How does Atticus use rhetorical strategies in his
closing argument?

A: Atticus employs logical appeals by analyzing evidence, emotional appeals to humanize
Tom Robinson, and ethical appeals to establish his credibility and moral authority.

Q: What impact does Atticus's closing argument have on
the jury?

A: While the jury ultimately convicts Tom Robinson, Atticus's argument prompts many
jurors to confront their biases, leading to a deeper reflection on justice and morality.

Q: How is Atticus Finch portrayed in the closing
argument?

A: Atticus Finch is portrayed as a moral beacon, demonstrating integrity, empathy, and
bravery as he stands up for justice in a prejudiced society.



Q: What are some common interpretations of Atticus's
closing argument?

A: Common interpretations include viewing the speech as a call to action, a reflection on
the tragic inevitability of racism, and a message of hope for future change.

Q: How does Atticus address the theme of empathy in
his argument?

A: Atticus addresses empathy by urging the jury to see Tom Robinson as a human being
deserving of dignity, challenging them to consider his plight and the implications of their
decision.

Q: What role does Atticus's character play in his closing
argument?

A: Atticus's character plays a pivotal role in his closing argument, as his integrity,
empathy, and moral courage lend credibility and emotional weight to his plea for justice.

Q: What is the significance of Atticus's closing
argument in the context of the novel?

A: The significance of Atticus's closing argument lies in its exploration of racial injustice
and moral integrity, serving as a critical commentary on the societal issues of the time,
which remain relevant today.

Q: Why is Atticus's closing argument considered a
masterclass in rhetoric?

A: Atticus's closing argument is considered a masterclass in rhetoric due to his effective
use of logical, emotional, and ethical appeals, which work together to persuade the jury
and convey profound themes.
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