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Embarking on Your Subnautica: Below Zero
Walkthrough

Subnautica: Below Zero walkthrough is your essential guide to navigating the
treacherous and beautiful alien world of Planet 4546B. This sequel to the
beloved Subnautica shifts the focus to a frozen planet, introducing new
biomes, creatures, and a compelling narrative driven by scientific discovery
and personal survival. Whether you're a returning explorer or new to the
series, this comprehensive guide will equip you with the knowledge to thrive,
uncover the mysteries of the Architect, and ultimately escape the icy grip of
this unforgiving environment. We will delve into early game survival,
advanced crafting, vehicle progression, base building strategies, and the
critical story missions that lead to your ultimate liberation.

This detailed walkthrough will cover everything from initial resource
gathering and crafting essential tools to the more complex challenges of
deep-sea exploration and confronting the planet's unique inhabitants. You'll
learn how to manage your oxygen, food, and water while piecing together the
story of Robin Aetherius and the fate of her sister, Sam. By following this
guide, you'll be better prepared to face the chilling winds and lurking
dangers, ensuring your expedition is a success.

We'll explore the distinct biomes, each with its own set of resources,
threats, and secrets, from the vibrant Marginator and the sprawling Lily
Paddler Cave to the perilous Twisty Bridges and the haunting Ice Spires.
Understanding these environments is key to survival and progression.

Furthermore, this walkthrough will illuminate the crafting system,
highlighting crucial blueprints and components needed to build advanced
tools, vehicles, and base modules. Mastering the fabrication process is
paramount to advancing through the game’s challenges.

The narrative of Subnautica: Below Zero is as integral as its survival
mechanics. We will guide you through the main story objectives, ensuring you
don't miss key plot points or locations essential for progression.

Prepare to dive deep, explore the unknown, and survive the cold. Your
Subnautica: Below Zero adventure begins now.
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The Icy Start: Early Game Survival and Resource
Gathering

Your journey in Subnautica: Below Zero begins with a crash landing and a
desperate need for immediate survival. The initial hours are crucial for
establishing a foothold and gathering the basic resources required to craft
essential tools and manage your vitals. The starting area, often near your
escape pod, provides a relatively safe environment to begin. Focus on
collecting readily available materials like Titanium, Copper, Quartz, and
various flora and fauna for food and water.

The Salvage system is your best friend in the early game. Look for fragments
of your escape pod and other wreckage scattered around the seabed. These
often contain valuable resources and can yield blueprints for critical items.
Don't underestimate the importance of scanning everything you encounter, from
alien flora to passive creatures, as scanning often unlocks new crafting
recipes and provides valuable lore.

Crafting Your First Tools and Equipment

The Fabricator, located in your escape pod, 1is your primary tool for
crafting. Your first priority should be the Survival Knife, which is
essential for harvesting resources from flora and defending yourself against
smaller aggressive fauna. Following that, aim to craft the Scanner, enabling
you to discover new blueprints and gather vital information about your
surroundings.

Next, focus on crafting a Med Kit Fabricator to heal yourself and a Water
Filtration Machine to ensure a steady supply of clean drinking water, a
critical survival element. Oxygen is also paramount; while your suit provides
a basic supply, crafting an Oxygen Tank upgrade will significantly increase
your underwater endurance, allowing for longer exploration sessions.

The Seaglide is another early-game game-changer. Its blueprints are often



found in shallow wreckage and allow for much faster traversal of the
underwater environment, making resource gathering and exploration
significantly more efficient. Mastering the use of the Seaglide early on will
set you up for success.

Navigating the Twisty Bridges and Marginator

The Twisty Bridges biome, characterized by its vibrant, bioluminescent flora
and relatively shallow waters, is usually one of the first major areas you'll
explore beyond your immediate landing zone. This biome is teeming with basic
resources and provides a safe introduction to the game's mechanics and
creature behaviors. You'll find abundant Coral Tubes for Titanium, Seaweeds
for food and crafting, and various passive creatures that can be hunted for
sustenance.

The Marginator, a slightly deeper biome often found near the Twisty Bridges,
introduces a few more challenges and unique resources. Here, you'll encounter
larger flora and potentially some minor aggressive creatures. It's a good
place to hunt for ingredients for cooked meals and find more advanced
crafting materials. Pay attention to your oxygen levels, as the depths here
can be a bit more demanding.

Unlocking New Biomes and Threats

As you progress, your exploration will naturally lead you to new and
increasingly challenging biomes, each presenting unique environmental hazards
and formidable creatures. Understanding the characteristics and dangers of
each area is vital for survival and for gathering the specific resources
required for advanced crafting and story progression.

Progression often hinges on your ability to create better equipment and
vehicles that can withstand the pressures and temperatures of these new
environments. The game cleverly gates progress behind these technological
advancements, ensuring a steady learning curve.

Exploring the Lily Paddler Cave and Deep Twisty
Bridges

The Lily Paddler Cave is a visually stunning biome characterized by its
massive, glowing lily pads and the large, docile Lily Paddlers themselves.
While seemingly serene, this biome can be disorienting due to its verticality
and the presence of aggressive fauna that lurk in the shadows. Resources here
include valuable minerals and unique flora used in advanced crafting recipes.
Careful navigation and awareness of your surroundings are key to safely
extracting what you need.

The deeper sections of the Twisty Bridges can also present new challenges. As
the water becomes murkier and the terrain more complex, you may encounter
creatures that require better defensive tools or a faster escape method. This
area often holds blueprints for crucial early-to-mid-game upgrades.



The Crystal Caves and their Dangers

The Crystal Caves are a breathtaking but hazardous biome known for their
towering crystal formations and the aggressive, crystalline creatures that
inhabit them. The primary threat here is environmental; falling crystals and
sharp formations can damage your vehicles and injure you. Furthermore, the
caves are often home to a variety of hostile fauna, requiring a robust
approach to exploration.

Resources found within the Crystal Caves are essential for advanced
technology, including components for higher-tier vehicles and base modules.
Navigating this biome effectively often requires the use of the Prawn Suit or
a well-equipped Seaglide to avoid damage and quickly evade threats.

Vent Garden and Thermal Environments

The Vent Garden biome is characterized by hydrothermal vents that release
superheated water, creating dangerous thermal zones. These areas are home to
unique flora and fauna adapted to the extreme temperatures, offering valuable
resources for advanced crafting, particularly those related to power
generation and thermal resistance. Exploring this biome safely necessitates
upgraded thermal suits or vehicles.

The creatures in the Vent Garden can be both passive and aggressive, and
understanding their behavior is crucial. Some vents can also cause direct
damage, so careful planning and quick reflexes are necessary to survive these
hot =zones.

Vehicle Progression: From Seaglide to Cyclops

Vehicles are the backbone of your exploration and survival strategy in
Subnautica: Below Zero. As you venture deeper and further from your initial
landing site, your reliance on basic tools will diminish, replaced by the
necessity of robust vehicles that can handle pressure, speed, and provide
protection. The progression from the nimble Seaglide to the formidable
Cyclops is a journey of technological advancement.

Each vehicle serves a distinct purpose and unlocks new possibilities for
exploration, resource gathering, and combat. Mastering the use and upgrades
of these vehicles is a key aspect of completing the game.

The Seaglide: Your Early Game Essential

The Seaglide is the first significant vehicle you will likely craft, and it
remains invaluable throughout the game for its speed and maneuverability. Its
blueprints are typically found in shallow wreckage. While it offers no
protection, its ability to traverse water much faster than swimming
significantly speeds up resource collection and exploration, making it
indispensable for early-to-mid-game exploration.

Upgrading your Seaglide with additional battery capacity or finding spare
power cells becomes a priority as you explore further afield. It’s perfect
for scouting new areas and quickly escaping less threatening creatures.



The Prawn Suit: Submersible Power

The Prawn Suit represents a significant leap in your survival capabilities.
This agile, bipedal mech allows you to traverse rough terrain, withstand
significant pressure, and even mine resources directly with its integrated
drill arm. Its blueprints are usually found in deeper wreckages or specific
story locations. The Prawn Suit is essential for mining large resource nodes
and for confronting many of the game's larger aggressive creatures.

Upgrades for the Prawn Suit include enhanced drill arms, grappling arms for
increased mobility, Jjump jets for better traversal, and depth modules to
explore even deeper. It's your primary tool for resource extraction in
hazardous biomes.

The Cyclops: Your Mobile Base and Submarine

The Cyclops is the ultimate exploration and survival vehicle in Subnautica:
Below Zero. This massive submarine acts as a mobile base, allowing you to
carry resources, craft items onboard, and store vehicles. Its construction
requires advanced materials and blueprints found through story progression
and deep-sea exploration. The Cyclops can withstand immense pressure and
offers a safe haven from most external threats.

Managing the Cyclops involves monitoring its power consumption, hull
integrity, and internal temperature. Upgrades include advanced sonar,
increased cargo space, and better engine efficiency. It is your lifeline for
extended expeditions into the deepest and most dangerous parts of the planet.

Base Building in a Frozen World

Establishing a secure and functional base is crucial for survival and
progression in Subnautica: Below Zero. Your base serves as a safe haven, a
crafting hub, and a place to manage your resources and vitals. In the icy
environment of Below Zero, base building takes on new considerations,
particularly regarding thermal management and structural integrity.

Strategic placement and thoughtful design of your base will greatly enhance
your survival odds and allow for more ambitious exploration.

Essential Base Modules and Their Functions

Several key base modules are essential for a fully functional base. The
Habitat Builder is your primary tool for constructing all base components.
The basic Compartment module forms the foundation, while the Power Conserve
module is vital for managing your base's energy needs. The Fabricator and
Chem Lab are necessary for crafting and advanced item production.

Other important modules include the Water Filtration Machine, Hydroponics
Trays for sustainable food production, and the Radio for story progression.
The Moonpool is critical for docking and repairing your vehicles, especially
the Prawn Suit and Cyclops.



Strategic Base Placement and Expansion

Choosing the right location for your base is paramount. Proximity to diverse
biomes offers easy access to various resources. Consider areas with stable
terrain and relatively few aggressive creatures nearby. Bases near resource-—
rich shallow areas are excellent for early game, while deeper, more central
locations become advantageous as you unlock advanced vehicles.

Expanding your base strategically with extra compartments, storage units, and
specialized crafting stations will streamline your operations. Ensure
adequate power generation, especially in colder biomes, by utilizing thermal
plants or solar panels where applicable.

The Architects and the Story of Below Zero

Subnautica: Below Zero weaves a compelling narrative centered around the
mysterious Architects, an ancient alien race that once inhabited Planet
4546B. You play as Robin Aetherius, a mercenary searching for her missing
sister, Sam, who was investigating Architect technology. The story unfolds
through exploration, data logs, radio transmissions, and direct interactions
with other characters.

Unraveling the Architect's legacy is not just a narrative element; it often
provides crucial blueprints and guidance for your survival and escape.

Following Sam's Trail and Uncovering Her Fate

Your primary motivation for venturing into the hostile environments of Planet
4546B is to find out what happened to your sister, Sam. Her journey and the
clues she left behind will guide you through many of the game's key locations
and challenges. You will find her data logs and personal recordings, piecing
together her research and her encounters with the planet's native inhabitants
and its hidden secrets.

These discoveries will lead you to specific Architect facilities and research
outposts, revealing the nature of their experiments and the catastrophic
events that led to their disappearance.

Interacting with Other Survivors and AI

You are not entirely alone on Planet 4546B. You will encounter other
characters, both alive and in the form of advanced AI, who can provide
assistance, information, or pose their own challenges. These interactions add
depth to the story and offer unique perspectives on the planet's history and
its current state.

Notable characters include the brilliant but eccentric xenobotanist Al-An, an
Architect who survived in a dormant state, and Marguerit Maida, a formidable
survivor with her own agenda. Their quests and interactions are crucial for
understanding the overarching narrative and unlocking the path to your
escape.



Confronting the Leviathans and Other Dangers

Planet 4546B is home to a diverse array of alien life, ranging from passive
grazers to terrifying apex predators. While many creatures are harmless or
can be avoided, some pose significant threats that require careful
preparation and strategic engagement. Understanding their behavior patterns
and weaknesses is key to survival.

The game's ecosystem is designed to be both beautiful and deadly, forcing you
to adapt and evolve your survival tactics.

The Ice Worm and Other Terrestrial Threats

In the icy terrestrial biomes, the Ice Worm is a primary threat. These
massive creatures burrow beneath the snow and ice, sensing vibrations and
emerging to attack. They can easily destroy vehicles and are highly dangerous
to players on foot. Using the Prawn Suit with its drill arm can help deter
them, and specialized tools like the Spy Pengling can provide warnings.

Other terrestrial threats might include aggressive smaller fauna that can
overwhelm unprepared explorers. Always maintain situational awareness when
traversing land.

Deep Sea Terrors: Shadow Leviathans and More

The deep oceans of Subnautica: Below Zero are patrolled by colossal
leviathans, the most fearsome of which is the Shadow Leviathan. These
creatures are capable of destroying even the largest vehicles. Encounters
with them are rare but incredibly dangerous, requiring stealth, speed, and
often the use of decoy flares or advanced vehicle countermeasures to evade.

Other deep-sea predators, like the Squidshark, also pose significant threats.
Their behavior, hunting patterns, and the specific biomes they inhabit should
be learned to avoid fatal encounters.

Advanced Crafting and Technological
Breakthroughs

As your understanding of Planet 4546B deepens, so too will your crafting
capabilities. Advanced crafting is not just about building bigger and better
tools; it's about unlocking technologies that allow you to explore previously
inaccessible areas, overcome environmental hazards, and gather rare
resources.

The path to escape is paved with technological innovation, often driven by
the discoveries you make in Architect ruins and scientific research outposts.

Powering Your Base and Vehicles

Effective power management is crucial. Beyond basic solar and thermal power,



you'll need to understand how to power advanced modules and large vehicles.
This often involves crafting specialized power sources, such as the Thermal
Plant for hot zones or the Nuclear Reactor for high-density power generation,
found through story progression and exploration of specific sites.

Upgrades for vehicles, such as depth modules and enhanced propulsion, also
require advanced crafting components that are often found in the deepest and
most dangerous biomes.

Specialized Tools and Gadgets

Beyond the core survival tools, Subnautica: Below Zero offers a range of
specialized gadgets. The Spy Pengling, a remote-controlled drone, allows for
safe reconnaissance and item retrieval in dangerous areas. The Seatruck, a
modular vehicle that can be customized with various modules like the
Aquarium, Fabricator, and Sleeper module, offers flexibility for long-range
expeditions.

These specialized tools are essential for overcoming specific environmental
challenges and for completing certain story objectives, often requiring rare
materials found only in the most remote corners of the map.

Reaching the Aurora's Legacy

The overarching narrative of Subnautica: Below Zero heavily involves
investigating the legacy of the planet's former inhabitants, the Architects,
and understanding the catastrophic events that befell them. This often leads
you to discover ancient facilities and advanced technologies that are key to
your survival and eventual escape.

Following the story markers and piecing together fragmented data logs will
guide you through these critical locations and reveal the planet's secrets.

The Architect Facilities and Their Purpose

You will discover several Architect facilities, each with its own purpose and
challenges. These range from research outposts studying alien life to massive
structures designed for terraforming or energy generation. Exploring these
ruins requires specialized equipment and often involves solving environmental
puzzles or evading ancient defense systems.

The blueprints and knowledge gained from these facilities are instrumental in
crafting the advanced technology needed for your final escape, including
crucial components for your escape rocket.

The Importance of the Xenobiology and Xeno-
Archaeology Missions
Key story missions will involve investigating the xenobiology and xeno-

archaeology of Planet 4546B. These missions require you to collect specific
samples, activate ancient machinery, and decipher alien inscriptions.



Completing these objectives not only advances the narrative but also provides
access to vital lore and, more importantly, unlocks the blueprints and
resources necessary to proceed.

Your interactions with characters like Al-An are integral to these missions,
as he provides crucial insight into Architect technology and culture.

The Final Escape: Completing Your Subnautica:
Below Zero Walkthrough

As you gather the necessary resources, blueprints, and story clues, the path
to escaping Planet 4546B becomes clearer. The final stages of your
Subnautica: Below Zero walkthrough involve assembling the components for your
escape, often culminating in a dramatic confrontation or a race against time.
This is where all your preparation and hard-won knowledge will be put to the
ultimate test.

The journey has been long and perilous, but the prospect of freedom is within
reach. Successfully completing these final objectives will bring your
incredible adventure to a satisfying close.

Assembling the Escape Rocket and Final Preparations

The escape from Planet 4546B typically involves constructing or repairing an
escape rocket, similar to the original Subnautica. This requires gathering a
significant amount of advanced materials and rare components. You will likely
need to revisit various biomes to collect everything necessary for this
monumental task.

Ensure all your vehicles are fully upgraded and repaired, and that your
inventory is stocked with ample supplies for survival during the final escape
sequence. Your bases will serve as critical staging grounds for this final
push.

The Climax and Departure

The climax of Subnautica: Below Zero often involves a final push to reach
your escape vehicle and launch it before a catastrophic event or the planet's
most dangerous denizens can interfere. This may involve navigating
treacherous terrain, defending your position, or making a desperate race
against the clock.

Upon successfully launching, you will witness the culmination of your efforts
and the end of your harrowing survival experience on Planet 4546B. The
knowledge gained and the challenges overcome will make for an unforgettable
journey.












Q: What are the best starting biomes for resource
gathering in Subnautica: Below Zero?

A: The Twisty Bridges and Marginator biomes are excellent starting locations.
They offer a good balance of accessible resources like Titanium, Copper,
Quartz, and various flora and fauna for sustenance, while generally being
less dangerous than deeper biomes.

Q: How do I find blueprints for advanced vehicles
like the Prawn Suit and Seatruck?

A: Blueprints for advanced vehicles are primarily found by exploring
wreckage, scanning specific alien structures, and progressing through the
game's story missions. Keep an eye out for fragments in deeper biomes and
Architect facilities.

Q: What is the primary threat in the icy terrestrial
biomes, and how can I counter it?

A: The primary threat in the icy terrestrial biomes is the Ice Worm. You can
counter it by using the Prawn Suit with its drill arm, which deters them, or
by using specialized tools like the Spy Pengling for reconnaissance and
warnings. Staying aware of ground vibrations is also key.

Q: How do I manage my base's power effectively in the
colder biomes?

A: In colder biomes, solar panels are less effective. You'll rely more on
thermal power plants placed near hydrothermal vents or the nuclear reactor
for substantial power. Ensuring your base is well-insulated with reinforced
walls and minimizing energy-consuming modules when not in use also helps.

Q: Who is Al-An, and what is his role in Subnautica:
Below Zero?

A: Al-An is a benevolent Architect whom Robin encounters. He serves as a
guide and ally, providing crucial information about Architect technology, the
planet's history, and the path to escape. He is a central figure in the
game's narrative and quest progression.

Q: Is it possible to build a base underwater and on
land in Subnautica: Below Zero?

A: Yes, you can build bases both underwater and on land. Underwater bases are
more common and offer access to aquatic resources, while land bases require
careful placement to avoid environmental hazards and provide access to unique
terrestrial resources and creatures.



Q: What is the importance of the Seatruck in
Subnautica: Below Zero?

A: The Seatruck is a modular vehicle that acts as a mobile base and a
versatile tool for exploration. It can be customized with different modules,
such as a storage module, fabricator module, and aquarium module, making it
adaptable to various exploration needs and longer expeditions.

Q: How can I avoid or deal with the Shadow Leviathan?

A: The Shadow Leviathan is one of the most dangerous creatures. Avoiding it
is often the best strategy. Utilize stealth, stay in well-1it areas if
possible, and use your vehicles' speed and maneuverability to escape. Decoy
flares can also be employed to distract it temporarily.

Q: What are the main story objectives that will guide
my progression?

A: The main story objectives revolve around finding your sister, Sam,
investigating Architect ruins, uncovering the cause of the Architect's

disappearance, and ultimately finding a way to escape Planet 4546B. Following
radio transmissions and data logs is crucial for guidance.

Q: Are there any end—-game spoilers in this
walkthrough?

A: This walkthrough aims to provide a comprehensive guide to progression,
including major story beats and end-game preparations. While it outlines the
steps to escape, it avoids revealing specific plot twists or detailed final
encounters to allow players to experience those moments organically.
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